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the old seafarers. They enjoyed the phe-
nomenal experience of sailing the routes trav-
eled by the ancients. The beauty of the Ae-
gean is mesmerizing, a beauty connected to
the spirit and the soul, forged by the waves
and sculpted by the wind.

The Aegean Regatta is not simply a sailing
competition. It is an international event that
continues the maritime tradition, and empha-
sizes two of Greece’s most successful ‘‘ex-
ports,’’ sports and culture. This unique event
allows mariners of today to pay homage to
mariners of the past and to carry on an an-
cient tradition in which sailing was a way of
life. Sailing enthusiasts from around the world
participate in the Aegean Regatta, proof of the
respect and admiration other countries con-
tinue to bestow upon this timeless community.

Many of my constituents attended this
event, and as a friend and co-founder of the
Hellenic Caucus, I would like to say that I
hope all who attended enjoyed a time filled
with great sailing and great fun. Participants
were the recipients of the Aegean’s best and
most lasting prize, the hospitality of island
residents.

I request that my colleagues join me in con-
gratulating the Minister of the Aegean, Nikos
Sifounakis, and the sailing community for par-
ticipating in this wonderful event. We can all
take pride in an extraordinary celebration of
history and athleticism as well as an oppor-
tunity to forge new bonds among different
people from different communities. Islanders,
organizers and competitors will have the op-
portunity to join together beneath the Aegean
sky in universal friendship and understanding.
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Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I wish to recognize
the life and achievements of a man who was
not only a personal friend, but a friend to his
entire community and a respected civic leader
in southwest Arkansas, Mr. William Ralph
‘‘Bill’’ Routon.

Bill passed away on August 26 at age 77
following a lengthy battle with heart and bone
marrow related illnesses. He was a lifelong
resident of Hope, Arkansas, where he was
also a lifelong member of the Methodist
church.

During World War II, Bill served his country
for three years with the U.S. Army Air Corps
in England. Following his service, he returned
to Arkansas to attend college at Henderson
College and the University of Arkansas and
then came home to take over the family farm
and timber business.

As a resident and community leader in
Hope, Bill served on the Hope School Board
for 16 years during the crucial time in the
1960s and 1970s when the Hope schools
were being integrated. He was also a member
of the board of the School of Hope, a school
for developmentally challenged children. For
40 years, he served on the board of the Citi-
zens National Bank, where he would visit each
day and greet customers. In 1993, he was ap-
pointed by Governor Jim Guy Tucker to the

state’s Red River Commission, which pro-
motes the economic viability of the southwest
Arkansas region along the Red River.

At the First United Methodist Church in
Hope, Bill was chairman of several boards and
committees and was a leader in the Century
Bible Class. In addition, he was a member of
the board of Rose Hill Cemetery and an active
member of local chapters of the Masons and
the Shriners as well as a 50-year member of
the Yellow Creek Hunting Club of McNab, Ar-
kansas.

Bill could usually be spotted in his trade-
mark khaki pants and diamond stickpin that he
wore in place of a necktie. He was a friend to
many in Hope and throughout Arkansas, in-
cluding the late Virginia Clinton Kelley, mother
of former President Bill Clinton. To those who
knew him, he was regarded as a stalwart in
the community, a true southern gentleman
dedicated to his family and his fellow citizens.
His passing is a great loss not only to his fam-
ily and friends, but to the City of Hope and all
the people of southwest Arkansas.

I am grateful for his friendship and his devo-
tion to serving others, and I honor him for his
lifetime of accomplishments. My thoughts and
prayers are with his wife, Bonnie, his children
and his loved ones.
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Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,

I rise to pay tribute to the Cyprus Federation
of America, Inc. which will be hosting its an-
nual Awards Gala on September 28, 2001,
and to pay tribute to the distinguished guests
it will honor that evening. The Cyprus Federa-
tion of America is an umbrella organization
representing the Cypriot American community
in the United States. The largest Hellenic Cyp-
riot community outside of Cyprus is located in
the 14th congressional district, which I am for-
tunate to represent. As the founder and co-
chair of the Hellenic Caucus, I am proud to be
their representative.

This year the Cyprus Federation of America,
Inc. will honor four individuals who have dem-
onstrated an unparalleled commitment to the
cause of justice and freedom for Cyprus, and
to the preservation of the ideals and principles
of the Hellenic American community. The
President of the Republic of Cyprus, Glafcos
Clerides will present the guests of honor with
their awards. The honorees are, His Eminence
Archbishop Demetrios of America, the State
Treasurer of California, the Hon. Philip
Angelides, past president of Cyprus Federa-
tion of American, Inc., Mr. Andreas D.
Comodromos and noted businessman and
philanthropist, Nicholas Bouras. His Eminence
Archbishop Demerios will be honored with the
Lifetime Achievement Award for his unsur-
passed contributions to the field of spiritual
guidance.

Archbishop Demetrios, was born on Feb-
ruary 1, 1928 in Thessaloniki, Greece. The
older son of Christos and Georgia Trakatellis,
he attended the Experimental High School of
the Aristotelian University of Thessaloniki from
which he graduated as valedictorian in June of
1946.

Throughout his life his devotion of God and
spirituality played an integral role in his edu-
cation and career aspirations. He entered the
School of Theology of the National and
Capodistrian University of Athens in 1946
where he received his theology degree and
special recognition for his outstanding work. In
1960, at the age of 32, he was ordained to the
office of the Diaconate and in 1964 ordained
as a Priest. In 1965 he enrolled at Harvard
University to pursue his Ph.D. He received
scholarships to study at the Graduate School
of Arts and Sciences and was also honored
with the prestigious Arthur Darby Nick Fellow-
ship.

On June 20, 1967 he was elected Titular
Bishop of Vresthena. He received a Doctorate
of Philosophy from Harvard University in No-
vember 1971. In 1977, he received a second
Doctorate in Theology from the Faculty of the
School of Theology of the National and
Capodistrian University of Athens. Three years
later he was invited to teach at the Harvard
University Divinity school as a visiting pro-
fessor.

His academic and theological accomplish-
ments made him an incomparable candidate
for the position of Greek Orthodox Archbishop
of North and South American, a position he
was named to on September 18, 1999, and
continues to hold to this very day.

The Honorable Philip Angelides, Treasurer
of the great state of California has provided
outstanding leadership as a businessman, and
civil servant. The policies and programs imple-
mented by Mr. Agelides as Treasurer have
been credited with bolstering the economic
strength of California.

Mr. Angelides graduated from Harvard Uni-
versity and was a Core Foundation fellow. He
served in California government for eight
years, during which time he established a rep-
utation as being a leader on issues such as
affordable housing and urban planning. In
1986, he formed his own investment manage-
ment business, which quickly became a suc-
cess.

Mr. Angelides has been active in the civic
life of his community and State for more than
25 years during which time he helped coordi-
nate a unique bi-partisan civic committee,
which helped reform the once troubled Sac-
ramento City Unified School District. Mr.
Angelides made history by becoming the first
Greek American elected to statewide office in
California. He and his wife Julie continue to
reside in their hometown of Sacramento where
they have three daughters: Megan, Christina
and Arianna.

Mr. Andreas D. Comodromos is being hon-
ored with the Justice for Cyprus Award for his
impassioned work to bring justice and peace
to Cyprus. Andreas was born in Famagusta
Cyprus on March 27, 1949. The son of
Demetrios and Aphrodite Comodromos, he
was raised in the Village of Vatili and after
completing high school served in the military.
He then joined the Cyprus offices of American
Life Insurance Co.

In 1973, he married American born Anna C.
Zachaiades. They built their home in Cyprus,
where they planned to raise their family. The
1974 Turkish invasion resulted in the loss of
their home. In April of that year they emigrated
to the United States where Andreas pursued
his college degree. Mr. Comodromos grad-
uated Magna Cum Laude from Saint Peter’s
College in 1978, with a Bachelor of Science in
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